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By Nazir Magdi Sharon's misson Specidl Offers
As with everything ese having to do with I sragl- Palestinian impossible Advertisement
relations, Isradli Arabs were ldft out of the dissngagement plan. RESONSes 142 Jdate.com
Not at their own initigtive, perhaps, but their representativesdid ~ Victory should not Find your love
play arde. look likethis online right
Responses. 140 herel
Paying no notice to Isradi Arabs - both by the Isradli and the Don't let the settlers Buyl1lGetl
Pdedtinian Sdes - has characterized the history of didogue fool you FREE
between the two sides. Yitzhak Rabin brought 15 people withhim  Responses: 181 |sradli movie
to the sgning ceremony of the Odo Accords at the White House, @ DVDs
to represent the diverse face of Isradli society. When asked why Study in | srael
he did not see fit to add evenasngle Isradli Arab to the entourage =] Send to a friend Studyy for your
- eventhough his codition at the time was propped up by anArab == Send response B A in|srael
parliamentary bloc - he imr_nediately and unhesitatingly repl i_ed: More Headlines in English
"Because we are golllng to 9gn a peace treaty between Jewish 00:49 IDF troopsto  Scholarships
Israel and the PLO. leave Gaza by the avaladle.
Prime Minigter Ariel Sharon needed the votes of the Arab ickle of Septernber - Sonnect with
Knesset members, but never even considered asking them for gﬁ;gﬁ%%e éu%gonlrjt
their support, evidently out of concern that any such direct request avacLations in less peace, socid
might be leaked to the press and hdp the right wing that was than a week jusice & a
opposed to the disengagement plan After dl, nothingtumsoffa —————— progressive
Jewish public more than knowing that the Arabs are supporting 0031 1@l and - l5ae. Click
something. Whichiswhy Sharon sent representatives of the Lapor EQPLIInelize detals - ==
Party to the Arabs, to put pressure on themto vote infavor of the %nade!p_m 153l Milit
plan, their objections notwithstanding. Because except for MK~ dreement W
Abdumdik Dehamshe and MK Taab a-Sana, who backed 22:06 High Court T;JAC'[S
disengagement fromthe start, every other Arab parliamentarian ~ Orders 2 sy NEgOGUES ; ZT]Z
opposed the plan, volubly attacking it in the media, and describing  Moved from Gazainto Onrlp'“SSt
as a scheme concocted by Sharon with the am of evading |srael Ine Store
file://loca host/F:/Fulgence?620D onnées/ SiteFul gence/ve odd apaix2/Conflitl ragl oPd estinie...  28/01/2007 01:26:24



Haaretz - Israel News - Covert support

implementation of the road map and bolstering the settlement
enterprise inthe West Bank. At the last moment, the Arab MK's
abstained in the vote, in order not to bring down the plan

Nevertheless, it Advertissment
turns out that
the Arabsin
Isradl - as
opposed to the
stance taken by
most of thar
representatives
in Knesset -
largely
supported the
plan. Thisis
proved not only
by the palls, but
aso by the
actions of this public. After the act of terrorismin Shfaram, the
Arab public demonstrated responsibility, and refused to respond
to incendiary suggestions - from within and from outside the
community - to make a show of force and hest up the
atmosphere. It was argued that the far right should not be
permitted to disrupt the withdrawal. And so, everyone - the
politica leadership, the imams, the press - avoided escaation.

Tired of the same old news?

There’s more to the story

In Shfaramitsdf, they received with open arms and warm, genuine

feding the many hundreds of Jaws who came to pay condolence
cdls, with most of the speakers emphasizing the commitment to
continue the good relations between the two peoples. This

message was not directed exdusively at Isradli public opinion, but
a pan-Arab public opinion, too, viathe Arab tdevison channels,

which sent some 10 crews from Jerusalem and Gaza to the amdll
city in northern I sragl.

Without a doubt, the message was received, and it dso had an
effect on extremist Paedtinian organizations, which chose not to
react to the act of terror inthe same currency. The Paegtinian
public in generd interndized the fact that in spite of the unilatera
nature of the disengagement plan, it serves thar interests as well,
and they did not itsimplementation being tampered with Thisis
why the Palestinian organizations did not react to the terrorist
attack in Shilo, ether. Everyone knew that any such response

would not have been looked upon kindly by the Palestinian public.

Thisis one example of the potentid of Isradli Arabsto act asa
conciliatory factor between the two peoples living inthis country,
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whichfor some reason is being widdy ignored. Moreover, there
are those who are seaing to it that every postive step in rdaions
between Isragl and the Arabs isinscribed inthe Isragli Arab
CONSCiousness as a traumatic event. Following the peace treaty
with Egypt, members of the Al-Azazma tribe were thrown off their
lands in the Negev to make room for Isragli amy training grounds.
The Odo Accords led to the Rabin assassnation, and every
successive government has intensified the discrimination againg the
Arabsof Isradl.

And now, in the wake of the disengagement plan, thereistak of

plans to develop the Negev and the Gdlilee. The plans cdl for the
establishment of 14 new settlements. Not a angle one is an Arab
Settlement.

The writer is a commentator on Isradli affairs on Arab televison
channds, and in the newspaper Asharg Al Awsat.
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